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City Hall
by William Stafford, Poet 

Walking our streets, morning or evening,  
sometimes we glimpse a gigantic presence  

looming beside us ready to pounce.
Then we recognize—it’s only our shadow,
silent, huge, faithful, friendly.
And so—if we manage it right—our city
walks beside us, a faithful image
that bends when we do and softly returns.

Lines by William Stafford are reprinted here by 
 permission of the Estate of William Stafford.
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Discover Lake Oswego’s past at events taking place all year long. 
Visit www.lakeoswego100.com to learn how you can be a part of 
the celebration.


